1
in the region of the Americas at 12.6 %). The per capita Moreover, medical students and other health professionals health expenditure is US$47 in the South-East Asia region are less interested in pursuing a career in those specialties in comparison to US$ 2902 per capita in the region of the and to work in rural areas (please see the article on career 3 Americas (African region: US$83; Eastern Mediterranean choices in this issue). Public health education and training region: US$153; Western Pacific region: US$447; global need to be strengthened in order to develop a leadership 1 average: US$854). The health systems in this region are cadre of public health professionals, and to attract and often focused on curative care, which is underfunded, retain a public health workforce to improve the quality of undermanaged, and further challenged by a lack of healthcare available to the public. Existing public health availability of competent and skill mix public health curricula and training programs in health profession workforce. In many countries, public health systems are institutes should be reviewed to document relevant either not functioning efficiently or are in a state of decline competencies, and performance indicators must be used to 4, 5 due to a lack of resources, political commitment and produce a need-based public health workforce. Countries effective leadership and management.
should properly address their health workforce needs, recruitment, retention and training, if they are to come close Public health is the science and art of preventing diseases, to reaching the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) prolonging life and promoting health through the organized for health. The core areas for strengthening should include: efforts and informed choices of society, organizations the promotion of evidence-based public health policies; the development of institutional capabilities for closing the gap for the journal. Therefore their contribution to the journal is between knowledge and practice; the development of invaluable and we are grateful to them for giving up their appropriate human resources at all levels; the promotion of own free time to review papers for the journal. We hope they healthy lifestyles with the involvement of civil society; the will continue to help us in the future. A special thanks to Md. strengthening of public health regulation and health Sayed Shehran Azim for final proof reading of all the financing; community based public health research; and the articles, checking and correcting the English language, ability to solve complex societal problems through grammar and style, and also finding some errors which even 5 the authors and editors overlooked. multidisciplinary intervention.
The Public Health Foundation, Bangladesh (PHFBD)
We hope that this new journal will serve the public health (http://phfbd.org/) was established in 2010 with an aim to community well and will be the main 'hub' of presenting achieve a healthy society by promoting an evidence-based ideas and research work in this area. Any suggestion on how public health system working in partnership with the to improve our activity in order to deliver a better journal to government, private investors and other stakeholders the authors, readers and subscribers of this journal will through research, health promotion, training and technical always be much appreciated. I would like to encourage all of assistance. It is an independent, autonomous, non-political you to contribute your scientific works for the publication in organization and lead by a group of well reputed, devoted, the South East Asia Journal of Public Health. and dedicated physicians, researchers, scientists, public health specialists, dentists and others professionals. The
Biomedical and public health research in Asia have not PHFBD has also decided to launch an open access, peer received the same level of attention as they do in the [6] [7] [8] [9] reviewed and refereed international journal: The South East developed world.
There is a noticeable underAsia Journal of Public Health.
representation of research publications from Asia in the top- [6] [7] [8] [9] ranked journals. Steps should be taken to enhance With this first issue, we are very pleased to announce the collaboration and share national experiences, support cross launch of the South East Asia Journal of Public Health. The border training, develop research networks, capacity and aim of the journal is to act as a 'publication hub' and publish infrastructure, publication of journals (including epapers covering a whole spectrum of issues covering the journals), political leadership and commitment, strategic theory and practice of public health, medicine and setting of priorities, and use of research to formulate public 6, 9 healthcare. The journal is published using an open access health policy and practices. I hope the PHFBD and South publication model, meaning that all interested readers are East Asia Journal of Public Health will take a leadership role able to freely access the journal online without the need for a in promoting research, education and practice in the arena of subscription. The journal has a distinguished editorial board public health, which ultimately facilitate the meeting of the with extensive academic qualifications and experiences and challenges facing healthcare and medical education in the has a broad international coverage.
South East Asia region.
This inaugural issue owes much to many people. 
References

